Communication received from the Diocese/Wendy White  regarding the proposed changes to RE as part of RVE
May 2020 - early 
The CES is actioning a request that further time is given to consideration of the new Welsh National Curriculum: a. Because of workload implications for Heads and teachers b. So that legislation is not passed during the current crisis that fails to protect the 10% RE in VA schools The three Catholic Directors in Wales, in liaison with the Assistant Director of the CES have written to Cabinet Members to this effect. The letter to the WG regarding parental right to withdraw and the content of the RE element of the new Welsh Curriculum has now been signed by every Catholic headteacher in Wales.

[bookmark: _GoBack]May 2020 - late
On 5th May 2020, the Welsh Government issued the attached consultation “Curriculum for Wales: Religion, values and ethics.” These proposals would have a significant impact on the delivery of Religious Education in our schools. The consultation is open till 28th July and the 3 Catholic Dioceses in Wales are working closely with the Catholic Education Service to look at an appropriate response alongside other lobbying activity. Further information about how you can assist with this will be sent out in due course. In the meantime, it would help us in the development of our response if you could consider how the proposals would impact on your own school and let me have your comments by 31st May. The main thrust at the moment is to try to slow down the passing of the bill because so many staff, headteachers, governors and other key stakeholders have so much on their plates dealing with the Covid 19 virus. The Bill is of significant importance to us as there is a grave danger that it will severely eradicate key elements of our VA schools which make us ‘Catholic’ (or indeed a faith school). The key factors are: · A change in our curriculum that diminishes the protected 10% RE time · A change to the direction of Religion, Values and Ethics rather than Religious Education · The right for parents to withdraw In real terms this might mean that there would a considerable cut in the amount and content of Catholic and Christian education taught and that our staff in Catholic schools would have to be preparing two very different curricula so that if even one parent wants their child to be taught the more general RVE, this would have to be accommodated by staffing and teaching time being put aside additionally to our Catholic course. This is a huge burden on staff both now, at this highly challenging time, and in the future. Of further concern is that the consultation ends during the summer holiday, clearly a difficult timing for full response from schools and their associated bodies. We have explained to the WG that Catholic schools are positive about the new curriculum and want to do it well.
The three Catholic Directors and the CES are currently lobbying the Welsh Government to postpone the moving forward of the curriculum until after the current pandemic is resolved. The two Bishops have also written to the First Minister to back this request. I have copied below the letter sent to all local authority cabinet members for education and all LA directors this week. RE: Curriculum for Wales Dear Cllr, We hope this finds you well in what are very strange and difficult times. As fellow State partners in the provision of education in Wales, we are all too aware of the challenges many schools are facing at this moment of national crisis. Catholic schools, like all other schools in Wales are playing their part, either by remaining open for the children of key workers and vulnerable learners, contributing to hub working or by providing online lessons and home-schooling resources. The Catholic community has played a pioneering role in shaping this new approach to an authentically Welsh curriculum, with Catholic schools receiving very positive feedback from Estyn for the way they are creatively developing the curriculum to align with the 4 Core Purposes. However, as a school provider, the workload and well-being of pupils and school staff is our number one priority. In this respect, we are concerned about the additional workload on teachers and school leaders having to both manage the return of pupils to schools (and the subsequent academic and wellbeing legacy of this unprecedented crisis) as well as having enough time to ensure that the new curriculum is a success. Moreover, as a result of the COVID 19 crisis and the subsequent national lockdown, teachers and leaders will need more time for their voices to be heard on how this new curriculum is to be delivered in classrooms. When you consider that this is the biggest reform to Welsh education in a generation, further dialogue is not just necessary, it is essential if we are to get this right and achieve an authentically Welsh curriculum which meets the needs of all
learners. A delay would also be helpful as it would enable further discussion and agreement around the final content of the new curriculum before implementation. We hope you share our concerns and would therefore ask you to make representations to the Welsh Government asking for a postponement of the Curriculum and Assessment Bill until after the Coronavirus crisis has passed and teachers, school leaders, local authorities and Church providers have had a chance to return to normality. If you would like to discuss this further, we would be of course happy to speak with you.


I will be having a virtual meeting with Kirsty Williams on 16th June 2020 with the two other Catholic Directors in Wales and Paul Barber, Director of the CES. From this meeting, we will then know more about any strategy that we need to take and ask Heads, schools and Governors to be a part of. The key emphasis at the moment is to slow the process of the consultation down until after a settled return from Covid to give everyone a proper chance at being involved in the consultation. We now have some Las also campaigning for this.
June 2020
Timetable for legislation for RVE · WG unwilling to move on timing as they will not put back the whole development of the new curriculum · Directors explained that there would be a ‘robust response’ to RVE which the First Minister ‘welcomed’ · Directors explained the inequality of Faith schools having to teach two different RE curriculums

September 2020
The campaign for VA schools to teach one curriculum inclusive of RE and RSE continues. As you are aware, I have been working with the two other Catholic Directors (Cardiff and Menevia) and the CES to try to ensure that the importance of our Catholic Religious Education is not lost in the new curriculum and specifically in the proposed version of RVE. One key issue is that currently, the Welsh Government plan would be that Catholic schools would have to deliver a separate and different curriculum to any child in your school that requested an ‘other than Catholic’ version of RVE. This is not only an issue of serious inequality for Catholic schools but would be almost possible for you to manage. I have been meeting the CES Director and his team every week since March over this (and other issues). The CES have been working extremely hard on our behalf in campaigning for the acceptance of one Catholic RVE provision for VA schools. The amendment stage of the Bill ends on 29th September 2020. The scrutiny Stage is to be completed by the end of October 2020 and the Recommendations should be published during November 2020.




November 5th 2020
The Welsh Government are now seeking further information, evidence and clarification on issues brought to them concerning RVE through our campaign. This is a positive step forward and the first time that there has been a real engagement with the issues we have been raising. They have particularly focussed on the potentially inequality to VA schools to have to teach 2 different curricula to pupils on demand. Watch this space!!

November 10th 2020
Dear Colleagues
 
It was so lovely to see you all today!
 
Please find below the letter that I was referring to re the latest part of the RVE campaign. It would be great if different staff and governors could also send off a version. Feel free to pass it on to others!
 
Cheers
 
Wendy
 
Dear Colleague
 
I hope this finds you well.

Despite all the representations made by the CES, the Diocese and from you yourself, the Welsh Government is intent on rushing through its proposed changes to the RE curriculum.
 
As a community we now need to make our collective voice of opposition heard, which is why we are asking all teachers, support staff and governors to write to their MSs to halt these changes. We will be running a separate campaign for parents and parishioners in the coming weeks.
 
To make this a quick and easy task we have created an online tool that will generate a template letter for you. All you need to do is type your name, address and email then click send. You can just send the template, however we would recommend people to edit the text if they have the time.
 
You can access the tool by clicking this link: http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/welshschools
 
We need MSs to know how big an issue this is for the Catholic community, so can you please encourage all members of staff and members of your governing body to take part.
 
With thanks in advance,



